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October was another busy month for our
Department. We continued fire safety and public
education efforts, held our monthly Membership
Meeting, welcomed new recruits to the
Department, responded to emergency calls and
calls for service, continued our Junior Firefighter
Program including a half day drill, had a successful
Fire Prevention Week which concluded with our
Firefighters Banquet, received a grant in support of
our Heritage Committee for the Memorial
Monument upgrading project, attended a regional
meeting with the Newfoundland and Labrador
Association of Fire Services, conducted training,
participated in community events, attended
Firefighters Banquets in the area, completed the
Quantitative Fit Testing process for this year, and
did our annual Pumpkin Patrol on Halloween.
Our Department completed the following
training in the month of October: Orientation,
Onboarding and Minimum Standards, Ropes and
Knots practical exercises, Rope Rescue, Fire Hose,
Pump Operations, Fire Streams, Foam Application,
Vehicle Fire suppression, Self-Contained Breathing
Apparatus (SCBA), Searches, Thermal Imaging, Fire
Extinguishers, Accountability, Ground Ladders and
Vehicle Extrication.
On Monday, October 3rd at our monthly
Membership Meeting, Bruce Moores and Jessie
Miller were welcomed to the Department as new
recruits. Welcome aboard, we look forward to
serving with you!
On Wednesday, October 5th at 3:59PM, we
received notification of a Motor Vehicle Accident
(MVA) on Route 210, the Grand Bank Highway by
our Training Grounds. Firefighters responded to the
Fire Hall where a crew of 3 Officers and 3
Firefighters were dispatched with Unit #1 and
Rescue #6 to assist with traffic control.
The Junior Firefighter program was busy
this month with training in Ropes and Knots, SelfContained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA), Fit Testing,
SCBA, Fire Hose, Pump Operations, Fire Streams,
Foam Application, Primary Search, Thermal Imaging
and Vehicle Extrication. October 22nd also saw the
midway point of the program, meaning a half day

Drill was held where the Juniors practiced all skills
learned so far in the program at our Training
Grounds facility.
Fire Prevention Week 2022 kicked off on
October 9th and ran until October 15th. “Fire won’t
wait. Plan your escape.” was this year’s message.
The Fire Prevention Committee, headed by
Chairperson Justin Green, began the week
attending a service and meal at the Heritage Baptist
Church, followed by the Annual Fire Prevention
Parade around town on October 9th. Thank you to
Pastor Stansford and your church for the
heartwarming hospitality and it was great to see
everyone along the parade route! October 11th –
13th, Firefighters participated in Fire Safety
presentations with classes at Sacred Heart
Academy. Thank you to the school for helping us
continue our efforts again this year! The evening of
October 13th, was our first Fire Prevention Open
House in a few years, and it did not disappoint. It
was great to see everyone who came out and we
hope you enjoyed your visit. Thank you again to
Tim Hortons and McDonald’s for your donations to
the event! To finish our Fire Prevention activities on
October 14th, Firefighters and Sparky the Fire Dog
visited the local daycares. We were happy to see
everyone!
Thank you to Trades NL for selecting our
Department as a recipient of the Community
Grassroots Grant. This $2,000 grant will be utilized
by our Heritage Committee for the Memorial
Monument and Grounds upgrading project. The
grant is much appreciated!
Our 51st Annual Firefighters’ Banquet was
held on the evening of October 15th, celebrating our
55th Anniversary. The evening began with
observance for past and fallen Firefighters, Dinner,
followed by greetings from Mayor Keating, MHA
Dwyer and NL Fire Services President Antle, along
with the Fire Department Annual Report by Chief
Bolt, and concluded with the presentation of
service awards, donations, certificates and tokens
of appreciation. The following Firefighters received
service awards: Firefighter Jerry Hanrahan with
thirty-five (35) years of service, Fire Chief Justin Bolt
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with ten (10) years of service to our Department,
and Firefighters Richard Nolan (accepted by his
father Ray) and Tyler Byrne each with five (5) years
of service. Congratulations and thank you all for
your commitment and dedication to the
Department and our town! Honorary Member
awards were presented to George Shave and
Rodney Nolan following their retirements since the
last Banquet – congratulations and thank you for
your contributions. Fire Chief Bolt extended
appreciation to Chris Cribb for his past service to
the Department and Town of Marystown.
Firefighters Gerard Whittle, Freeman Beck, Josh
Stansford, Bruce Moores and Jessie Miller were
recognized as the newest recruits of the
Department, along with the Junior Firefighters who
were in attendance. Tokens of appreciation were
presented to the Officers, Executive and Committee
Chairpersons in recognition of their work over the
past year. Assistant Fire Chief Justin Nolan
presented Chief Bolt with a token on behalf of the
membership. During the Fire Department’s Annual
Report, Chief Bolt acknowledged that the
Department is having another busy year. The
Department responded to 80 emergency calls since
the last banquet, 61 to date in 2022. Firefighters
participated in weekly Training Drills, courses and
meetings, engaged in Department activities and
events such as Fire Prevention, Heritage,
Fundraising, Maintenance and the Junior Firefighter
Program. We were involved in the community too,
participating and supporting numerous events. The
Muscular Dystrophy Committee, led by Chairperson
Walter Vallis, presented the annual donation for
Muscular Dystrophy Canada in the amount of
$2,500 - Thank you to the public and businesses for
continuing to support this important cause and
since 1984 our members have raised approximately
$107,000! Thank you to the Drake and Fitzpatrick
families for their donations too! The Fire Wrens
donated $9,000 for 2022 and it was presented by
President Victoria Bolt on behalf of the auxiliary.
Thank you to the Wrens for your annual donations
and assistance, we truly appreciate all the support
you provide us! Donations such as this assists with
new equipment purchases and upgrades for the
Department. Fire Wren Peggy Clarke was
recognized for her twenty-five (25) years of service
to the group -Congratulations and thank you! The
Wrens also received tokens of appreciation for their
work. Jenna Farewell, daughter of Firefighter Colin
Farewell was the 2022 Melvin Lambe Memorial
Award recipient. The award was accepted from the
Lambe Family by her father as she was unable to
attend. Congratulations Jenna and thank you to the
Lambe Family for their continued involvement and

support. Appreciation was extended to our families
and partners, the Town of Marystown, MHA Dwyer,
NL Fire Services, affiliated community organizations
like the Lions Club, community emergency services,
surrounding Fire Departments, sponsors, and all
businesses and residents of Marystown and the
surrounding area. St. Gabriel’s Hall/The Baker's
Table was recognized for hosting the event, along
with Chairperson Mark Coady and the Banquet
Committee for a wonderful evening. Fred Dodge
emceed the event again this year – thank you Fred
for a great job as always. We would like to thank all
past and present Firefighters, along with their
families for their contributions and making the
Department what it is today!
Firefighters from the region gathered at
our Fire Hall on Sunday, October 16th for a
roundtable with Newfoundland and Labrador
Association of Fire Services’ President Duane Antle,
Region 2 Director Tony Snook and Executive
Director Mike Cumben. Thank you for the
opportunity to meet, collaborate and discuss the
fire service.
Congratulations to all the winners of our
Fire Prevention Week Contest at Sacred Heart
Academy which were drawn on October 19th!
Winners in each grade received a Sparky the Fire
Dog bag and mini-Sparky. The recipients were Vince
Goulding, Nixon Nolan, Caven Reese, Daniel Pike,
Jaiden Pierce, Andre Fitzpatrick, Emma Fiander and
Nathan Cribb. Grade 7 student Nathan Cribb will
also be Fire Chief for a day at a later date!
On Friday, October 21st at 7:47AM, we
received notification of a residential Fire Alarm
activation at 744 Ville Marie Drive. 2 Officers and
11 Firefighters responded with Ladder #1, Engine
#3, and Rescue #4. Upon arrival, the activation was
found to be the result of cooking, but no action was
required and we stood down.
Captain Wayde Clarke and some family
members participated in the Walk for Autism on
Saturday, October 22nd. Thank you to the Burin
Peninsula Autism Support Group for the invitation
and for the great work you’re doing in the region!
On Sunday, October 23rd at 12:08PM, we
received notification of a commercial Fire Alarm
activation at 25 Columbia Drive, the Peninsula Mall.
3 Officers and 10 Firefighters responded with
Engine #3, and Rescue #4, while Ladder #1 stood
down at the Fire Hall. Upon arrival on scene, it was
determined as an activation resulting from work at
the facility, all units cleared the scene and returned
to the Hall.
On Thursday, October 27th at 5:08PM, we
received notification of a commercial Fire Alarm
activation at 12 Smallwood Crescent. 2 Officers and

Page 2 of 6

8 Firefighters responded with Unit #1, Engine #3
and Rescue #4, while Ladder #1 stood down at the
Fire Hall. Upon arrival on scene, it was determined
to be a false alarm, all incoming Firefighters were
notified and we returned to the Hall.
On Friday, October 28th at 9:20PM, we
received a report of a Fire under a Recreational
Vehicle on Mayo’s Road. 6 Officers and 16
Firefighters responded with Unit #1, Engine #3 and
Rescue #4, while Ladder #1 was stood down at the
Fire Hall. Upon arrival on scene, the source of the
fire was determined and deenergized. All hazards
were mitigated and Firefighters checked for hot
spots. Once completed overhaul, all units cleared
the scene and returned to the Fire Hall.
On Sunday, October 30th at 10:26AM, we
received notification of a commercial Fire Alarm
activation at 25 Columbia Drive, the Peninsula Mall.
3 Officers and 7 Firefighters responded with Unit
#1, Engine #3 and Rescue #4, while Ladder #1 stood
down at the Fire Hall. Upon arrival on scene, it was
determined as another activation relating to work
at the location, all units cleared the scene and
returned to the Hall.
Firefighters, Junior Firefighters and family
members were at the Town’s Trunk of Treat on the
evening of October 30th. A large turnout and lots of
great costumes! Thank you to Honorary Member/
Liaison Ray Nolan for the donation of treats for the
event!
October 31st was of course Halloween as
usual! We headed out for our annual Pumpkin
Patrol visiting trick-or-treaters along the way! It
was a wonderful evening out in the community nice to see everyone and we hope you all had an
enjoyable safe Halloween! If anyone finds one of
the identified tokens in treat bags, please reach out
to us to claim your smoke alarm compliments of
Home Hardware.

Photo 2. Church Service at the Heritage Baptist
Church.

Photo 3. Fire Prevention Parade.

Photo 4. Foam Application with the Junior
Firefighters.

Photo 5. Presentations at Sacred Heart Academy.

Photo 1. Ropes and Knots with the Juniors.
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Photo 11. Honorary Member awards.

Photo 6. Trades NL grant presentation.

Photo 7. Fire Prevention Open House.

Photo 12. Donation to Muscular Dystrophy.

Photo 8. Fire Prevention visits to the daycares.
Photo 13. Vehicle Fire training.

Photo 9. Membership 2022 with special guests.

Photo 14. Ropes and knots practical exercises.

Photo 10. Thank you to the Fire Wrens.
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Photo 19. Walk for Autism.
Photo 15. Fire Prevention Contest winners.

Photo 16. SCBA Familiarization with the Juniors.

Photo 20. Fire Extinguisher training.

Photo 17. Vehicle Fire training for the Junior
Firefighters.

Photo 21. Ground Ladder training.

Photo 18. The Junior Firefighters, Firefighters and
some sponsors.

Photo 22. Junior Firefighter training in Vehicle
Extrication.
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Photo 23. False Alarm on Smallwood Crescent.

Photo 24. Reported fire on Mayo’s Road.

Photo 27. Our Annual Pumpkin Patrol.

*The Marystown Volunteer Fire Department serves
approximately 5,400 residents from the centrally located Fire
Hall at 97-105 McGettigan Boulevard. The Fire Department has
30 very dedicated firefighters and a fleet of a Fire Chief's Vehicle
(Unit #1), 1 Ladder Truck (Ladder #1), 2 Pumpers (Engine's #2 &
#3), 2 Rescue Vehicles (Rescue's #4 & #6), 1 Pick-up Truck (Mobile
#5), a Hovercraft (Rescue #1) & Antique Pumper (Engine#1). Visit
our website at www.marystownvolunteerfiredept.com, or you
can also visit us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/MystVolFireDept and Twitter
@MYSTVolFireDept.*

Public Relations Contact:
Jordan Hannam
Public Relations
Marystown Volunteer Fire Department
Phone: (709)279-2226/277-6111
Email: Jordanhannam506@hotmail.com

Photo 25. Fire Alarm at Peninsula Mall.

Photo 26. Trunk or Treat event.
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