EMERGENCY: 911 / (709)279-1333

TWITTER: @MYSTVolFireDept

OFFICE: (709)279-2226

WEBSITE: marystownvolunteerfiredept.com
FACEBOOK: Marystown Volunteer Fire Department

EMAIL: marystownfiredept@nf.aibn.com

OCTOBER
NEWSLETTER
Marystown Volunteer Fire Department
October 2019
The month of October was a busy month
for the Marystown Volunteer Fire Department. We
responded to emergency calls, attended a
proclamation signing, continued with our Junior
Firefighter Program, assisted the Fire Wrens with a
fundraising event, had another busy and successful
Fire Prevention Week, continued fundraising efforts,
hosted the 48th Annual Firefighters Banquet,
completed a Vehicle and Equipment Maintenance/
Inventory Drill, conducted in-house training, had
representatives attend Fire Department banquets in
the region, participated in and supported community
events, hosted a family event, supported a townwide water outage, and were out in the community
on Halloween.
Our Department completed the following
in-house training during October: Equipment and
Vehicle Familiarization, Water Supply(Fire Hydrant
and Portable Tanks), Pump Operations, Portable
Pumps, Fire Hose, Fire Hose Rolls, Lay and Loads, Fire
Hose Appliances, Fire Streams, Foam Application,
Decontamination, Self-Contained Breathing
Apparatus(SCBA), Searches, the SCBA Filling Station,
Driver-Operator, Rope Rescue, Vehicle Extrication
and Scene Lighting.
On Tuesday, October 1st at 2:07PM, the
Fire Department was notified of a Motor Vehicle
Accident(MVA) with a light pole on Mall Street. 3
Officers and 9 Firefighters responded to the parking
lot between Dollarama and the Advanced Education
and Skills office with Unit #1, Engine #3, Rescue #4
and Mobile #5. A semi dump had made contact with
a light pole, resulting in wires, transformers and the
top portion of the pole coming down to the ground
and over the truck. Upon arrival on scene, we
secured the area to prevent harm to others and
communicated with the driver to stay inside until the
arrival of Newfoundland Power. Newfoundland
Power arrived on scene shortly after, isolated the
incident and escorted the driver to a Marystown
Ambulance crew for assessment. The Royal Canadian
Mounted Police also attended to the scene. A power

outage in the area resulted from the accident. We
cleared the scene at approximately 2:50PM.
Mayor Sam Synard signed the proclamation
for Fire Prevention Week at the Town Council
meeting on Tuesday, October 1st, surrounded by
Firefighters and Councillors. Thank you to our
Council for the continued support of our Department
and our efforts in the community!
The fourth class of Junior Firefighters
continued their Drills on Wednesday evenings
throughout the month. The Drills included Water
Supply(Fire Hydrant and Portable Tanks), Pump
Operations, Portable Pumps, Fire Hose, Fire Hose
Rolls, Lay and Loads, Fire Hose Appliances, Fire
Streams, Foam Application, Decontamination, SCBA,
Searches, the SCBA Filling Station, First Aid and
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation(CPR), Patient
Packaging, Ambulance Orientation, Scene Lighting,
Accident Scenes and Vehicle Extrication. A half-day
of scenarios was completed on Saturday, October
19th which was a review of the knowledge and
practical skills attained in the first half of the
program. The scenarios included Fire Extinguishers,
Pump Operations, a dry-run of the Smoke House,
and concluded with a Vehicle Fire scenario, which is
always the favorite activity. Thank you to the
Heritage Baptist Church for their support of our
program since the start and for providing the midmorning snack at the day drill once again, and thank
you to all program sponsors who took time to stop
by during the drill. To this point of the youth
program, the Juniors have done an excellent job in
their training and also assisting us with events - we
are proud of you! Thank you to Marystown
Ambulance and the RCMP for your involvement in
our program too. To our Firefighters, the Committee,
and sponsors, thank you for continuously supporting
the Junior Firefighter Program!
The Marystown Fall Expo, hosted by the Fire
Wrens and in aid of the Fire Department, took place
at the Marystown Hotel and Convention Center on
Saturday, October 5th and Sunday, October 6th. The
expo was a great success again this year as over
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$4,800 was raised! The event was spearheaded and
organized by Fire Wren Melissa Saint, supported by
her fellow Fire Wrens, Firefighters and our family
members. There were 40+ vendors at the Expo with
everything from Christmas gifts to services on
display. Residents from all over the Burin Peninsula
came out to the Expo. Our Fire Prevention
Committee was also at the event to promote fire
prevention and safety, as Fire Prevention Week got
underway. Congratulations to Diane Lake winning
$685 on the 50/50, Daphne Drake winning the
beautiful breadbox crafted by Fire Chief Alex Coady,
and Cynthia Ferrie winning the grand prize with a
hotel stay and restaurant coupons. We would like to
sincerely thank the general public and the vendors
for supporting the Fire Wrens, and the Fire Wrens
for their continued support of the Marystown
Volunteer Fire Department!
"Not every hero wears a cape. PLAN and
PRACTICE your ESCAPE!" The message of Fire
Prevention Week 2019 focused on the importance of
having and practicing your fire escape plans, and we
were busy promoting fire safety in our community
during the annual campaign. We officially started the
week by attending the morning church service at the
Sacred Heart Parish on Sunday, October 6th. Our
Firefighters traditionally attend a local church service
to begin the week, and this year we thank the
congregation of the Catholic Church for welcoming
us! To continue the launch of the 2019 campaign, we
hosted our Annual Fire Prevention Week Community
Parade that afternoon. Family members and Junior
Firefighters joined our Firefighters in the emergency
vehicles for the parade throughout the community.
It was nice to see everyone along our route, and
remember we are making a fire safe community
together!
Firefighters and Sparky the Fire Dog visited
daycares in the community on Monday morning,
October 7th. The children and staff at both Explore
and Discover, and New Beginnings were very
welcoming and interested in fire prevention. Of
course they enjoyed an opportunity to spend some
time with Sparky too. Thank you to the daycares for
making time for us and we hope the visit was
enjoyed by the children! That afternoon, the Brighter
Futures Playgroup visited the Fire Hall. The group
reviewed basic fire safety, spent time with Sparky,
and toured the Fire Hall and Fire Trucks. Thank you
for visiting us during Fire Prevention Week and
please be fire safe!
Thank you to the Salvation Army - Faith and
Hope Corps for their thoughtfulness on Monday,
October 7th. Lieutenant Daniel Kelly provided our
Firefighters, who were preparing for the remainder
of Fire Prevention Week, refreshments and snacks in

honor of our work. Thank you for their work in the
community and for their continued support of us!
Firefighters visited Sacred Heart Academy
and provided fire safety sessions to the children
from Wednesday, October 9th to Friday, October
11th. While sharing fire prevention and safety
education with students and teachers at the school,
we enjoyed hearing the children tell us about their
fire safety efforts at home too. We also watched
them practice their fire escape plan on the first day.
Thank you to the Sacred Heart Academy community
for welcoming us each year and being such great fire
safety ambassadors in your school, the community,
and at home!
Thank you to Pizza Delight who provided
lunch to the Firefighters out in our community
promoting fire safety on Wednesday, October 9th.
Your continued support of our Fire Prevention
Program is greatly appreciated each and every year!
We opened our doors for the Annual Open
House for Fire Prevention Week on the evening of
Thursday, October 10th. Over 250 residents came to
the Fire Hall to visit and chat with our Firefighters
and Junior Firefighters, tour the Fire Hall, and view
our emergency vehicles and equipment. As always,
the highlight of the night was a visit from Sparky the
Fire Dog. There were prize draws too, treats for the
children, along with Fire Prevention Week takeaways
for all visitors. Thank you to McDonald's(McRoberts
Enterprises), Tim Hortons and the Fire Wrens for
sponsoring the refreshments and snacks for the
event. We enjoyed the visit from all of you, and we
hope you enjoyed your time with us too - come back
again soon!
We now have pets inside alert stickers
available for purchase. Stickers(window decals) are
$5 each and can be purchased by calling (709)2792226 or visit the Fire Hall.
On Friday, October 11th at 5:17PM, we
received notification of a residential Fire Alarm
activation at 18 Harris Drive. Upon arrival of Unit #1,
the activation was confirmed to be a false alarm and
all incoming Firefighters were cancelled.
Fire Prevention Chairperson Jordan Hannam
and our Firefighters thank everyone for their support
during Fire Prevention Week. Remember, fire
prevention is an everyday activity and fire safety is
for everyone - PLAN and PRACTICE your ESCAPE!
As per tradition, our 48th Annual
Firefighters' Banquet was the conclusion of Fire
Prevention Week. The banquet took place on
Saturday, October 12th with Firefighters, Honorary
Firefighters, partners, Junior Firefighters, Fire Wrens,
Firefighters from departments in the region, MHA
Jeff Dwyer, Mayor Synard, Councillor/Liaison Nora
Butler, Councillors and town staff, Royal Canadian
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Mounted Police(RCMP) members, community
organization and business representatives, and
invited guests in attendance. The evening began with
Dinner, followed by greetings from all levels of
government and the Fire Chief's Annual Report, then
concluded with the presentation of service awards,
donations, certificates and tokens of appreciation.
Garnish Fire Chief Fred Dodge emceed the banquet
again this year and did another great job; we always
appreciate it Fred! The following Firefighters
received recognition for their years of service:
Firefighter Adrian Murphy with thirty(30) years,
Lieutenant Arthur Allen with thirty(30) years of
combined service between Marystown and the St.
Bernard's - Jacques Fontaine Fire Department,
Firefighter Terry Price with fifteen(15) years,
Firefighter Colin Walsh with ten(10) years, and
Firefighter Colin Farewell with five(5) years Congratulations and thank you all for your
commitment and dedication to the Department and
our town! Fire Chief Alex Coady extended
appreciation to Toby Saint for his past service to the
Department and Town of Marystown, as he resigned
since the previous banquet. Assistant Fire Chief
Justin Nolan made a presentation to Chief Coady for
his leadership and work with the Department.
During the Fire Chief's Report, Chief Coady
acknowledged that the Department was busy over
the past year. The Department responded to 79
emergency calls since the last banquet, Firefighters
completed many training courses and drills, many
Department activities and events such as fire
prevention, the Junior Firefighter Program, and
muscular dystrophy fundraising efforts took place,
while Firefighters were again very involved in the
community. The Muscular Dystrophy Committee
presented the annual donation for Muscular
Dystrophy Canada in the amount of $2,500 - Thank
you to everyone for their contributions in donations
and assistance. The Fire Wrens, represented by
President Makaila Farrell, presented $14,000 as their
annual donation to the Fire Department. Thank you
to our ladies auxiliary, we truly appreciate the work
you do and the support you provide to us in many
ways! This year's donation by the Wrens will assist
with new equipment purchases and upgrades. Fire
Wren Genevieve Murphy was recognized for
thirty(30) years of serving with the Wrens congratulations Genevieve and thank you, sixty years
of service between you and your husband is
amazing! The Wrens also received tokens of
appreciation for their efforts. Erin Price, the
daughter of Firefighter Terry Price, was the recipient
of the Melvin Lambe Memorial Scholarship congratulations Erin! The scholarship was presented
by the late Melvin Lambe's daughter Dora. Fire Chief

Coady presented tokens of appreciation to the
Officers, Executive and Committee Chairpersons in
recognition of their work over the past year.
President Edna Power of the Marystown Lions Club
presented another installment of $1,000 to the
Department for the Bunker Gear Washer and Dryer,
as the group committed to when the equipment was
purchased earlier this year - Thank you to the Lions
Club for their tremendous and continued support!
The families of Honorary Members Arch Spencer and
Fred Murphy presented a donation to us again this
year - thank you very much for the kind donation, it
is greatly appreciated. Honorary Member Arch
Spencer was in attendance for his 48th time and
presented the donation. The Fire Department also
extends appreciation to our families and partners,
Town of Marystown, the RCMP, Burin Peninsula
Ground Search and Rescue, Danny Fitzpatrick and
family, Kiewit Offshore Services, St. Gabriel's Hall Inc.
and staff for the use of the facility and the delicious
meal, sponsors, and all businesses and residents in
the Town of Marystown and surrounding area.
Thank you to all past and present Firefighters of the
Marystown Fire Department for your contributions
and making the Department what it is today! Lloyd
Snow provided the live entertainment for the dance
which concluded the annual banquet - We hope
everyone had a great evening!
On Thursday, October 17th at 2:30PM, the
Fire Department received notification of a residential
Fire Alarm activation at 207 Creston Boulevard from
an alarm monitoring company. 4 Officers and 8
Firefighters responded to the residence with Unit #1,
Engine #3 and Rescue #4. Once on scene, an
investigation confirmed there was no issue and we
cleared the scene at 2:50PM.
The Fire Prevention Week contest winners
were announced at Sacred Heart Academy on Friday,
October 18th. The following are the winners by
grade: Kindergarten - Lauryn Stacey, Grade 1 Elizabeth Devereaux, Grade 2 - Landin Francis, Grade
3 - Paige Flynn-Stacey, Grade 4 - Anna Rowsell-Antle,
Grade 5 - Kiera Crocker-Rowsell, Grade 6 - Lucas
Higgins, and Grade 7 - Shian Crocker. All students
were presented with a book bag and a safety bear.
Shian will also have the honor of being the 2019
"Fire Chief for a Day" at a date to be determined Congratulations to all contest winners and thank you
to everyone who participated! Staff and Students of
Sacred Heart Academy, we sincerely appreciate all of
your cooperation and tremendous support of our
Fire Prevention program!
Mothers Against Drunk Driving(MADD) Burin Peninsula Chapter hosted their Annual Service
of Hope and Remembrance on Sunday, October
20th. Firefighters joined President Sonya Kelly and
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members of local MADD chapter, fellow First
Responders, Volunteers, community representatives,
families and friends of those injured and killed by
impaired driving, and the general public at the
Sacred Heart Parish for the beautiful and tribute.
Thank you to MADD Burin Peninsula for your
continued work in the region to prevent impaired
driving and education on the importance of
everyone working together to end the reckless acts!
We attended the Annual Walk for Autism
on the afternoon of Sunday, October 20th as well.
Sparky and Firefighters joined the Burin Peninsula
Autism Support Group and the large group of
supporters to walk laps and offer our backing for
their fundraising efforts. Almost $14,000 was raised
through dedicated efforts and we look forward to
the opening of your local facility in the near future
which will be important to those with autism and
their families - kudos to all involved!
Our Fire Prevention Committee provided an
important presentation on Emergency, Fire and Falls
Prevention to the Young at Heart group on Thursday,
October 24th. The presentation was coordinated
through the Salvation Army, Marystown. Thank you
for inviting us to share the educational messages
with the seniors!
Our Firefighters and families gathered for a
Halloween Party on Friday, October 25th. It was a
great evening, thanks to the Family Events
Committee. Family time and opportunities to bring
everyone together are important to us!
Thank you to our Firefighters who provided
coverage at the Fire Hall during a town-wide water
shut-down on Sunday, October 27th - Your
commitment to our community is always
appreciated! The water shut-down was for the Town
of Marystown to complete infrastructure upgrades
to the water system. We would like thank our
neighboring fire departments who were ready to
provide support if we needed any during the shutdown, we appreciate it. As well, great work by all
involved in the infrastructure upgrade process, and
thank you to the community for their understanding
and cooperation through the process!
On Thursday, October 31st at 4:37PM, we
received a call from a concerned resident reporting
smoke off of Creston Boulevard. Unit #1 and Engine
#3 were dispatched to the location to investigate.
We cleared the scene and returned to the Fire Hall
around 5:10PM.
On Halloween, our Firefighters travelled the
streets of the community to pass out treats to nearly
250 kids and to promote safety for all trick-ortreaters. The activity has become a tradition for our
Department and we were happy to see so many

people along the way - we hope everyone had an
enjoyable Halloween!

Picture 1. MVA on Mall Street

Picture 2. Fire Prevention Week Proclamation

Picture 3. Water Supply Training with the Junior
Firefighters

Picture 4. Portable Pump Training with the Junior
Firefighters
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Picture 9. Fire Safety Education at Sacred Heart
Academy

Picture 5. Church Service to officially launch Fire
Prevention Week

Picture 10. Fire Drill at Sacred Heart Academy

Picture 6. Fire Prevention Week Community Parade

Picture 7. Marystown Fall Expo

Picture 11. Hose Rolls with the Junior Firefighters

Picture 8. Brighter Futures Playgroup Visit

Picture 12. Hose Loads with the Junior Firefighters
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Picture 13. Sacred Heart Academy Fire Safety
Presentations

Picture 17. The Annual Open House

Picture 14. The Annual Open House
Picture 18. Presentation of Firefighter Service
Awards at the 48th Annual Firefighters' Banquet

Picture 15. The Annual Open House
Picture 19. The Fire Wrens at the 48th Annual
Firefighters' Banquet

Picture 16. The Annual Open House

Picture 20. SCBA Training with the Junior
Firefighters
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Picture 24. MADD Annual Service
Picture 21. Fire Prevention Week 2019 Contest
Winners

Picture 25. Walk for Autism

Picture 22. Junior Firefighters Mid-Program Drill

Picture 26. Water Shuttling, Portable Tank and
Pumps Review

Picture 23. Junior Firefighters Mid-Program Drill

Picture 27. Rope Rescue Training

Picture 24. Junior Firefighters Mid-Program Drill
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Picture 32. Halloween Night in the community
Picture 28. First Aid and Patient Packaging Training
with the Junior Firefighters
Upcoming Events:
* Tuesday, November 5th, 2019 - Guy Fawke's Night Community
Bonfire. The Bonfire will be held at the Track and Field Complex
lower parking lot at 6:00PM.
* Monday, November 11th, 2019 - Participation in the
Remembrance Day Parade and Service. The events will take place
in Burin, starting at 10:30AM from the Burin Cinema parking lot.

*To schedule a demonstration, presentation or tour, call
us at (709)279-2226 or email
marystownfiredept@nf.aibn.com*

Picture 29. Marystown Ambulance visits the Junior
Firefighters

Picture 30. Driver-Operator Training

*The Marystown Volunteer Fire Department serves
approximately 5400 residents from the centrally located Fire Hall
at 97-105 McGettigan Boulevard. The Fire Department has 30
very dedicated firefighters and a fleet of a Fire Chief's
Vehicle(Unit #1), 1 Ladder Truck(Ladder #1), 2 Pumpers(Engine's
#2 & #3), 2 Rescue Vehicles(Rescue's #4 & #6), 1 Pick-up
Truck(Mobile #5), a Hovercraft(Rescue #1), Hazmat Unit &
Antique Pumper(Engine#1). Visit our website at
www.marystownvolunteerfiredept.com, or you can also visit us
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/MystVolFireDept and
Twitter @MYSTVolFireDept.*

Public Relations Contact:
Justin Bolt
Public Relations/Secretary
Marystown Volunteer Fire Department
Phone: (709)279-2324/567-1578
Email: justinbolt11@hotmail.com

Picture 31. Vehicle Extrication Training with the
Junior Firefighters
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