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During the month of December, the
Marystown Volunteer Fire Department concluded
the third Junior Firefighter Program, conducted
training, supported efforts of the Fire Wrens,
participated in and supported community events,
conducted the Monthly Membership Meeting,
completed a Vehicle/Equipment Maintenance and
Inventory Drill, provided support to a neighboring
fire department, and responded to emergency calls.
Our Department completed the following
in-house training during December: Vehicle
Extrication, Pump Operations, Self-Contained
Breathing Apparatus(SCBA), Ground Ladders and
Ladder Operations, and Equipment and Vehicle
Familiarization.
The Junior Firefighter Program of 2018
concluded the first weekend of December. The
program concluded with a half-day of practical
scenarios at the Training Grounds on the morning of
Saturday, December 1st. During the final Drill, the
Junior Firefighters began by visiting two(2) training
stations - Vehicle Extrication-Patient Packaging and
Care, and Ground Ladders-Ladder Operations. The
two(2) stations provided extra training time on
topics that were covered on Thursday evenings
during the last half of the Program. The final scenario
of their program was a Vehicle Fire, and they did a
superb job! A Graduation Banquet was hosted the
following evening, sponsored by Assistant Fire Chief
George Shave and family, Robin's/241 Pizza, the
Heritage Baptist Church and Hickman Group(Burin) thank you. Congratulations to this year's graduates
and thank you for your interest in our Fire
Department and the Fire Service in general. A special
shout out to 2017 returnee Christian Barnes for his
assistance and peer-leadership in the program.
Sincere thanks to all of the program sponsors(Town
of Marystown, Heritage Baptist Church, Hickman
Group, and Git 'Er Done) and the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police, Marystown Ambulance and Newco
for their contributions to the success of the program.
To the Committee and the Department, awesome
work once again, and thank you for the assistance
and support!

The Pictures with Santa fundraiser by the
Fire Wrens concluded on December 1st. Thank you
to the general public and the Peninsula Mall for
supporting our ladies auxiliary and their fundraising
activities!
Coats for Families, a winter coat collection
effort, was hosted by the Kinette group on Saturday,
December 1st, at the Track and Field Complex. The
Kinettes gathered the donations of coats for
distribution to families in the area who were in need
of warm clothing for the upcoming winter months.
Awesome project and great work everyone!
Brighter Futures invited us to a Coffee Break
for First Responders on Friday, December 7th. Thank
you to the playgroup and their families, the Merge,
and sponsors for the opportunity to take a break
with all of you and our fellow emergency services
personnel. We truly appreciated the thoughtful gifts
from the children and their families too!
Firefighters and family members stopped by
to offer assistance at the Community Christmas
Dinner at the Merge on Friday, December 7th, which
was hosted by the Calvary Pentecostal Church.
Excellent job to the church and all involved in doing
such important and tremendous work in our
community!
The Department proudly joined businesses
and community organizations to spread Christmas
cheer during the Annual Kinsmen Community
Christmas Parade on Saturday, December 8th. The
Department had a large presence in the parade
again this year with the "The Elf Express" and "Paw
Patrol" floats, along with Ladder #1, Rescue
#1(Hovercraft), Engine #2, Mobile #5, and Rescue #6.
Kudos to the Kinsmen group, the Town of
Marystown, business sponsors, and all groups and
organizations who contributed to make the parade a
success! A special note of thanks to our Firefighters
who helped to prepare our Christmas Parade floats,
excellent work by all!
A Breakfast with Santa was hosted by the
Fire Wrens on Sunday, December 9th at the Fire Hall.
The breakfast with Santa and his elves was fantastic,
and was enjoyed by all in attendance. Thank you to
the Fire Wrens for their fundraising and community
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spirit efforts, and to the general public for their
continuously supporting the ladies auxiliary!
The Burin Peninsula North Special Olympics
team hosted their annual Christmas Dinner on
Monday, December 10th and invited representatives
of our Department to join them. Firefighter Jerry
Hanrahan attended on our behalf and enjoyed the
evening with the team. We join the group from time
to time for events, and support them in any way we
can. Thank you for the invitation to join you again
this year!
On Tuesday, December 11th at 3:30PM, the
Fire Department received a request from the Grand
Bank Fire Department for support in the form of
supplying additional foam concentrate. The request
was in relation to a boat fire that the Grand Bank
and Fortune Fire Departments were dealing with in
Grand Bank harbour. Rescue #6 was sent to the town
with extra foam to aid in their efforts.
To show our appreciation to our families
and little loved ones, we hosted the Children's
Christmas Party on Sunday, December 16th. Children
and grandchildren of our Firefighters, along with
some friends, attended the traditional afternoon of
fun with music, games, a lunch, and of course a visit
from the favorite guy of the season, Santa Claus. The
afternoon gathering was enjoyed by everyone in
attendance and we thank our families for all of their
support!
On Sunday, December 16th at 4:00PM, the
Fire Department received notification of a
commercial Fire Alarm activation in Spanish Room. 5
Officers and 10 Firefighters responded to Kiewit
Offshore Services Cow Head Fabrication Facility with
Ladder #1, Engine #3 and Rescue #4. Upon arrival,
Firefighters were met with a furnace malfunction.
Firefighters addressed the issue, and cleared the
scene at 5:50PM.
On Monday, December 17th, the
Department had the last Drill of 2018. The Drill
involved Firefighters cluing up activities of the past
year before the holidays and ensuring everything
was ready, if needed, then the group gathered to
spend time reminiscing about the past year and to
look forward to 2019. While it was the final Drill, our
Firefighters were on-call 24 hours a day during the
holiday season. The first meeting of the new year
will be held on Sunday, January 13th. On that Sunday
afternoon, Firefighters will gather for the Annual
General Meeting, followed by Elections for the
Officers, Executive and Committee Chairpersons in
the coming year.
The Fire Wrens, hosted a Christmas Dinner
for the Tuesday night card group on Tuesday,
December 18th. The dinner was provided to show
appreciation for the group who contributes to a

year-round fundraising effort of the ladies auxiliary.
The Fire Department sincerely appreciates the
support of the Tuesday night card group and the Fire
Wrens!
On Wednesday, December 19th at 5:30AM,
the Fire Department received notification from the
RCMP regarding a Pole Fire on Farewell's Road. 4
Officers and 11 Firefighters responded to the call
with Engine #3 and Rescue #4. Once on scene,
Firefighters secured and monitored the area until
the arrival of Newfoundland Power. We left the
scene at approximately 7AM.
The Muscular Dystrophy Committee was
active again this year supporting those affected by
the neuromuscular disease. Many fundraising
activities, led by Chairperson Justin Green and the
Committee, were carried out. We are all grateful and
appreciative for the support of the community, and
hope you all have a great holiday season and healthy
new year!
The Fire Department had another successful
year of raising funds for equipment purchases and
upgrades. The Fundraising Committee, led by
Chairperson Colin Farewell, raised money through
the support of local businesses, residents and
organizations. We truly appreciate the support we
receive and without it, our fundraising activities such
as the Demolition Derby would not be the success it
has been. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year are
extended to you and yours!
2018 was another busy but successful year
for Fire Prevention in our community! Fire
Prevention Chairperson Jordan Hannam and the
Committee continues to be active in promoting fire
prevention and safety to the residents of the
community on the Department's behalf. Through the
support of the general public, the Fire Prevention
Program is successful and something all of us are
proud of. Thank you to our residents for their
involvement in fire safety, and we trust you will give
your best to prevent fires. Be fire safe and enjoy the
Christmas season!
The Officers and Firefighters of the
Marystown Volunteer Fire Department recognizes
the outstanding support of the Town of Marystown,
businesses and organizations, and the residents of
Marystown and surrounding communities. We look
forward to serving our community again in the new
year. Enjoy the holiday season with family and
friends - Here's to a fire-free, healthy and safe 2019!!
Our Firefighters made significant
contributions to the community over the past year,
through emergency response, community
involvement, training and numerous other activities.
Thank you Firefighters for everything you do for the
Marystown Volunteer Fire Department, the Town of
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Marystown and surrounding areas. To the family
members of our Firefighters, we recognize you for
the support and understanding you unconditionally
give as we serve - it does not go unnoticed and we
appreciate you being there every day!

Picture 5. Coffee Break for First Responders

Picture 1. Junior Firefighter Class of 2018

Picture 6. Community Christmas Parade

Picture 7. Community Christmas Parade
Picture 2. Final Scenario of the Junior Firefighter
Program

Picture 3. Coats for Families collection by the
Kinettes

Picture 8. Community Christmas Parade

Picture 4. 2018 Junior Firefighters, Sponsors and
Firefighters

Picture 9. Breakfast with Santa
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*To schedule a demonstration, presentation or tour, call
us at (709)279-2226 or email
marystownfiredept@nf.aibn.com*

Picture 10. Special Olympics Christmas Dinner

Picture 11. Children's Christmas Party

*The Marystown Volunteer Fire Department serves
approximately 5400 residents from the centrally located Fire Hall
at 97-105 McGettigan Boulevard. The Fire Department has 30
very dedicated firefighters and a fleet of 1 Ladder Truck(Ladder
#1), 2 Pumpers(Engine's #2 & #3), 2 Rescue Vehicles(Rescue's #4
& #6), 1 Pick-up Truck(Mobile #5), 1 SUV, a Hovercraft(Rescue
#1), Hazmat Unit & Antique Pumper(Engine#1). Visit our website
at www.marystownvolunteerfiredept.com, or you can also visit
us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/MystVolFireDept and
Twitter @MYSTVolFireDept.*

Public Relations Contact:
Justin Bolt
Public Relations/Secretary
Marystown Volunteer Fire Department
Phone: (709)279-2324/567-1578
Email: justinbolt11@hotmail.com

Picture 12. Response to Kiewit Offshore Services
(Courtesy of the Southern Gazette)

Picture 13. Tuesday Night Card Group Christmas
Dinner

Picture 14. Pole Fire on Farewell's Road

Page 4 of 4

