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In November, the Marystown Volunteer Fire
Department was active with the Junior Firefighter
Program, responded to several emergency calls,
hosted a family event, had Firefighters attend Fire
Department Banquets in the region, participated in
and supported community events, held the regular
Monthly Meeting, and assisted with a school
breakfast program. We also assisted with activities
of the Fire Wrens, completed pre-incident planning,
completed a fire drill at a seniors complex, received
a special print, supported the local food banks, made
a special presentation, welcomed the 2018 "Fire
Chief for a Day," conducted training, and continued
fundraising for an important cause.
Our Department completed the following
in-house training during November: Pre-Incident
Planning at the Marystown Hotel and Convention
Center, Air Bag Operation, and Vehicle Stabilization.
Thursday Drills for the Junior Firefighter
Program continued until November 29th, but the
Final Drill is scheduled for Saturday, December 1st.
Drills completed by the Junior Firefighters in
November included Scene Lighting, Vehicle
Extrication/Rescue, Vehicle Stabilization, Automatic
External Defibrillator's (AED's), Cardiopulmonary
Resuscitation(CPR), First Aid, Patient Packaging,
Powerline Hazards, Ladder Operations, Ground
Ladders, Ventilation, Forcible Entry, Hazardous
Materials and the Hovercraft. Thank you to
Constable Layman of the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police(RCMP) who stopped by the Junior Drill on
Thursday, November 22nd to discuss prevention of
impaired driving and general road safety! We are
very impressed with the knowledge attained and the
skills demonstrated by the Junior Firefighters during
their training, along with tremendous teamwork great work everyone! Applications for the 2019
Program are also being accepted now, and are
available on our website,
www.marystownvolunteerfiredept.com
(Applications and Forms Page). Further Information
on the Program can also be found on the website
under the "About" tab - Junior Firefighters. The
applications must be dropped off to the Fire

Hall(rear entrance nearest to the RCMP) or emailed
to justinbolt11@hotmail.com.
On Saturday, November 3rd at 11:37AM,
the Fire Department received notification of a
Structure Fire at 20 Thompson Street. 3 Officers and
11 Firefighters responded to the fire with Engine #3
and Rescue #4. Upon arrival, Firefighters were met
with heavy smoke and fire in a shed at the rear of
the property. Firefighters immediately began an
attack on the fire and clued up an overhaul, before
returning to the Fire Hall at 1:30PM. Marystown
Ambulance and the RCMP also attended the scene.
Our Family Events Committee hosted a
Children's Halloween Party on Saturday, November
3rd for our little family members. We appreciate our
families and the support they give us, therefore we
plan events to bring everyone together and
celebrate different occasions. Thank you to the
Committee for organizing and hosting, it was an
enjoyable afternoon!
Guy Fawkes Night is always celebrated in
our community, and this year was no different. The
Community Bonfire was held on Monday, November
5th at the Track and Field Complex. The evening
event was hosted by the Town of Marystown and
brought families and friends together to socialize as
the bonfire burned in the background. We were
present to monitor the bonfire and ensure public
safety. A number of small campfires were setup near
the track for roasting wieners, along with
refreshments and snacks. We hope everyone
enjoyed the evening, and thank you to the
organizers and volunteers who made the event
possible!
Remembrance Day activities for the towns
of Burin and Marystown were held on Sunday,
November 11th. The parade and memorial service
took place in Marystown this year, as part of the
rotation between the two towns. A very large crowd
gathered at the Marystown Cenotaph to pay their
respects, despite the cold and windy weather. Our
Firefighters proudly joined the Veterans, legion
members, family members of deceased comrades,
fellow emergency services personnel, community
officials and organizations, and the general public.
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We are honored to participate in the event each
year, paying our respects for those who sacrificed it
all, those who have served for us, and showing our
appreciation to those presently serving our country Lest we forget!
Firefighters assisted with the Breakfast
Program at Sacred Heart Academy on Tuesday,
November 13th and Thursday, November 15th. Due
to the delayed opening because of weather on
Wednesday, there was no Breakfast Program. We
were at the school early each morning to welcome
the students and provide their breakfast before the
start of their day. Firefighters and their partners
enjoyed the opportunity to assist with the program.
The breakfast provides an important meal to the
children and we are proud to support the program!
On Wednesday, November 14th at 5:18AM,
the Fire Department was notified of a Vehicle Fire on
Route 220 - the highway to Burin in the Black Brook
area. 4 Officers and 10 Firefighters responded to the
incident with Engine #3 and Rescue #4. Upon arrival,
Firefighters quickly extinguished the fire which was
confined to a compartment of the vehicle. The fire
occurred during the first major snowfall leading into
the winter months, and presented slippery and wet
conditions. The Fire Department left the scene at
6:10AM.
Later the same day, at 10:31AM, the Fire
Department was notified of a Pole Fire at 27 Water
Street West. 1 Officer and 5 Firefighters responded
to the location with Engine #3 and Rescue #4.
Firefighters monitored and secured the area until
the arrival of Newfoundland Power. The Fire
Department stood down at 11:08AM.
We are proud to support the VOCM Cares
Happy Tree and the Salvation Army Christmas
Campaign again this year. The official launch of the
holiday effort to make families happy was on Friday,
November 16th at the Peninsula Mall, and the Fire
Department was happy to accompany Santa for his
visit. Thank you to everyone who contributes to the
success of the campaign each year, and giving others
a reason to smile at Christmas!
The Fire Wrens hosted two pictures with
Santa sessions on the last two Saturdays of
November at the Peninsula Mall. Kudos to the ladies
auxiliary on their latest fundraising venture, with one
last session to be held on Saturday, December 1st.
Thank you to the public, Peninsula Mall, and
Canadian Tire for supporting them!
The Annual Candlelight Service of Hope and
Remembrance was hosted by the Mothers Against
Drunk Driving(MADD) - Burin Peninsula Chapter on
Saturday, November 17th at the Calvary Pentecostal
Church. Firefighters joined members of MADD,
fellow First Responders, Volunteers, families and

friends of those injured and killed by impaired
driving, and the general public for the moving
service. Thank you to the local MADD Chapter for
increasing the awareness of preventing impaired
driving, we are proud of the work you do and to
support your efforts!
On Monday, November 19th at 3:40PM, the
Fire Department received notification from 911 of a
Motor Vehicle Accident(MVA) on Route 220 - the
highway to Burin, near Landing Place Pond. 4
Officers and 9 Firefighters responded to the twovehicle accident with Ladder #1, Engine #3 and
Rescue #4. No extrication was required, but
Firefighters assisted Marystown and Burin
Ambulance personnel, and performed traffic control
duties. Occupants of the vehicles were transported
to the Burin Peninsula Health Care Center for further
assessment. The RCMP and tow companies also
attended to the scene. All units returned to the Fire
Hall at 4:30PM.
On Tuesday, November 20th at 10:45AM,
the Fire Department was notified by 911 of a Motor
Vehicle Accident(MVA) on Queen Street. 5 Officers
and 8 Firefighters responded to the scene of a singlevehicle accident with Ladder #1, Engine #3 and
Rescue #4. Upon arrival, the occupants of the vehicle
were found to have exited the vehicle which had
collided with the front of Riff's store. Firefighters
secured the scene and assisted until the arrival of
Marystown Ambulance. The Fire Department cleared
the scene at 11:05AM, and the RCMP remained on
scene.
Firefighters visited the Marystown
Retirement Centre and completed a Fire Drill with
the residents and staff on the afternoon of Thursday,
November 22nd. Following the drill, Fire Chief Alex
Coady led a review of Fire Safety with the residents
and staff at the seniors complex. Thank you to the
residents and staff for your commitment to fire
safety!
Canada Post presented us with a Firefighter
Stamp plaque on Friday, November 23rd in honour
of our public service. Firefighters joined fellow
emergency services personnel, as each group was
presented the stamp representing their emergency
service organizations. The stamps were part of an
activity Canada Post undertook recently to recognize
each of the five(5) emergency services organizations
across the country. Thank you to the staff at the
local Canada Post for the print and the honour, it will
be proudly displayed in our Fire Hall!
The Fire Department joined forces with the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police(RCMP), Burin
Peninsula Ground Search and Rescue, and
Marystown Ambulance for the Emergency Services
Annual Food Drive on Saturday, November 24th. The
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Food Drive for the local food banks was another
tremendous success, with lots of food and monetary
donations collected! The Emergency Services group
is proud to support both the Sacred Heart Family Aid
and Salvation Army food banks for the important
cause of providing food to local families in need each
year during the Christmas Season, their busiest time
of the year. Food bank volunteers accompanied
members of the RCMP, Burin Peninsula Ground
Search and Rescue, Marystown Ambulance, Junior
Firefighters and our Firefighters at several
businesses in the community from 11AM to 3PM
collecting food and monetary donations. Thank you
to everyone who donated, as well as the
management and staff of No Frills, Sobeys and
Walmart for accommodating us at your locations
again this year! A shout out to the food bank
volunteers for the work you do in our community,
members of the RCMP and Burin Peninsula Ground
Search and Rescue, Marystown Ambulance, Junior
Firefighters, our Firefighters, and our families for
coming together to support the needs of others!
Proceeds of almost 1,600Ibs of food and over
$1,200 from the 6th Annual Food Drive was split
evenly and presented to each food bank on Monday,
November 26th with assistance from RJ, our Fire
Chief for a Day.
On Saturday, November 24th at 2:49PM,
while Firefighters were finishing up at the
Emergency Services Food Drive, a call was received
regarding a Structure Fire on Creston Boulevard. 5
Officers and 10 Firefighters responded to the
location with Engine #2, Engine #3, Rescue #4 and
Mobile #5. Upon arrival, Firefighters found the first
floor to be filled with smoke, but the source was
quickly found and isolated. Firefighters mitigated the
issue and returned to the Fire Hall at 3:24PM. The
RCMP and Marystown Ambulance also attended the
scene.
In recognition of Mr. Arch Spencer's support
of our Fire Department since incorporation in 1967,
he was presented with a Firefighter Stamp print at
the Fire Hall on Saturday, November 24th. Mr.
Spencer was present at all forty-seven(47) Annual
Firefighters Banquets held by our Department and is
also an honorary Firefighter. We think it's awesome,
and thank you for your unwavering support over the
years, along with your volunteer work in the
community to this day!
Firefighters welcomed RJ Dober-Drake, the
2018 "Fire Chief for a Day," on Monday, November
26th. His day as "Fire Chief" began with a ride to
school in the Ladder Truck. He also joined Fire Chief
Alex Coady, Lieutenant/Fire Prevention Chairperson
Jordan Hannam and Firefighter/Public Relations
Justin Bolt for lunch at McDonald's. For the regular

Monday Night Drill, he directed our Firefighters who
completed training on Air Bag Operations and
Vehicle Stabilization. A Fire Extinguisher, a Smoke
Alarm and a "Fire Chief for a Day" Certificate was
also presented to him. Congratulations RJ, you were
a great, enthusiastic leader and we hope you
enjoyed your day!
On Thursday, November 29th at 7:02AM,
the Fire Department received notification via 911 of
a possible Fire due to a downed line in Beau Bois on
the Main Road. 2 Officers and 9 Firefighters
responded with Engine #2, Engine #3 and Rescue #4.
Upon arrival at the scene, no fire was present but a
high-voltage power line had fallen to the ground
from the high winds overnight. Engine #2 and Rescue
#4 were released from the scene and Engine #3
remained at the scene to secure the area until the
arrival of Newfoundland Power.
The Muscular Dystrophy Committee
continued fundraising activities in November.
Firefighters sold a number of vacation raffle tickets
and the annual Christmas pewter ornaments.
Committee Chairperson Justin Green and the
Muscular Dystrophy Committee would like to say
thank you to the supporters of the fundraising
efforts we undertake to help those affected by the
neuromuscular disease!

Upcoming Events:
* Saturday, December 8th, 2018 - Participation in the Annual
Kinsmen Community Christmas Parade. The Parade starts from the
Sacred Heart Academy/Marystown Central High School Parking
Lot at 11AM(More details to follow).
* Sunday, December 9th, 2018 - Breakfast with Santa hosted by
the Fire Wrens beginning at 10AM at the Fire Hall(upstairs).
Admission is $8 per person and the event runs until 12PM.
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Picture 1. Vehicle Extrication with the Junior
Firefighters

Picture 2. Structure Fire on Thompson Street

Picture 3. Community Bonfire

Picture 6. Sacred Heart Academy Breakfast Program

Picture 7. Sacred Heart Academy Breakfast Program

Picture 4. Patient Packaging with the Junior
Firefighters

Picture 8. Ladder Operations with the Junior
Firefighters

Picture 5. Remembrance Day 2018

Picture 9. Happy Tree and Christmas Campaign
Launch

Page 4 of 7

Picture 10. Fire Wrens' Pictures with Santa

Picture 14. Fire safety talk with the residents and
staff of Marystown Retirement Centre

Picture 11. MADD Memorial Service

Picture 15. Ground Ladders with the Junior
Firefighters

Picture 12. MVA on Route 220

Picture 16. RCMP talking with the Junior
Firefighters

Picture 13. Pre-incident planning at Marystown
Hotel and Convention Centre
Picture 17. Presentation of special stamps from
Canada Post
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Picture 18. Annual Emergency Services Food Drive

Picture 22. Presentation to Mr. Arch Spencer

Picture 19. Annual Emergency Services Food Drive
Picture 23. Presentation to the Food Banks

Picture 20. Annual Emergency Services Food Drive

Picture 24. Presentation to RJ, Fire Chief for a Day

Picture 25. Air Bag Operations Training

Picture 21. Structure Fire on Creston Boulevard
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*To schedule a demonstration, presentation or tour, call
us at (709)279-2226 or email
marystownfiredept@nf.aibn.com*

Picture 26. MADD Red Ribbon Campaign

*The Marystown Volunteer Fire Department serves
approximately 5400 residents from the centrally located Fire Hall
at 97-105 McGettigan Boulevard. The Fire Department has 30
very dedicated firefighters and a fleet of 1 Ladder Truck(Ladder
#1), 2 Pumpers(Engine's #2 & #3), 2 Rescue Vehicles(Rescue's #4
& #6), 1 Pick-up Truck(Mobile #5), 1 SUV, a Hovercraft(Rescue
#1), Hazmat Unit & Antique Pumper(Engine#1). Visit our website
at www.marystownvolunteerfiredept.com, or you can also visit
us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/MystVolFireDept and
Twitter @MYSTVolFireDept.*

Public Relations Contact:
Justin Bolt
Public Relations/Secretary
Marystown Volunteer Fire Department
Phone: (709)279-2324/567-1578
Email: justinbolt11@hotmail.com

Picture 27. Hazardous Materials with the Junior
Firefighters
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