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During October, we responded to
emergency calls, supported a fundraiser for
children, celebrated Fire Prevention Week, held the
Monthly Membership Meeting, had equipment
serviced and tested, completed maintenance and
inventory, conducted training, recognized the
retirement of Chief Coady, held a Fire Department
Awards Dinner, and shared the announcement of
our new Fire Chief.
Our Department completed the following
in-house training during October: Equipment and
Vehicle Familiarization, Fit Testing, Air Bag
Operations, Vehicle Stabilization, Driver-Operator,
Pump Operations, Vehicle Fire Attack, Hose Lays
and Loads, Forcible Entry, Scene Lighting, SelfContained Breathing Apparatus(SCBA),
Accountability, School Bus Extrication, Scene
Lighting, Rope Rescue, Patient Care and Packaging.
rd
On Saturday, October 3 at 11:42AM, we
received a report of a Fire on the Tolt Road. 5
Officers and 9 Firefighters responded to the area
with Unit #1, Engines #2 and #3, and Rescue #4.
Upon further investigation, the report was found to
be a controlled fire with no issues and we stood
down.
The Annual Janeway Telethon took place
rd
th
on October 3 and 4 , and like every year, we
made our donation in support of the children in the
province. This year, the funds raised are earmarked
for a new CT scan, a state-of-the-art tool that will
assist in the diagnosis, treatment and monitoring of
illness and injury. We are a proud supporter of this
province’s children’s hospital and the great services
they provide!
“Serve up fire safety in the kitchen!” - that
was this year’s Fire Prevention Week slogan. This
year efforts focused on fire safety related to
cooking and the kitchen area of the home. To
launch the week-long campaign this year, we had
our Annual Fire Prevention Week Community
Parade in the afternoon of Sunday, October 4th.
Typically, our activities would start with a church
service, but this year has been different in many
ways. Our Firefighters enjoyed seeing everyone
along the route!

th

On Monday, October 5 at 9:30AM, we
received notification of a commercial Fire Alarm
activation at 227 Ville Marie Drive, South Coast
Insurance. Upon arrival of Unit #1 and Engine #3,
the activation was confirmed to be false. Rescue #4
stood down, all Firefighters were notified and the
response was cancelled.
Outside of the community parade, our Fire
Prevention Week was virtual this year. Throughout
the week, efforts focused on messaging and sharing
information through our social media channels. The
teachers and students of Sacred Heart Academy
also assisted us with fire safety lessons in their
classrooms and take home activities too. Fire
Prevention Chairperson Jordan Hannam and our
Firefighters thank everyone for their assistance and
support during Fire Prevention Week. Remember,
fire prevention is an everyday activity and fire
safety is for everyone!
Mayor Sam Synard signed the
proclamation for Fire Prevention Week at the Town
Council meeting on Tuesday, October 1st, with
Firefighters and Councillors in attendance. Thank
you to our Council for the continued support of our
Department and our efforts in the community!
th
On Wednesday, October 7 at 7:22AM, we
received notification of a residential Fire Alarm
activation at 19-21 Stapleton’s Road from an alarm
monitoring station. Upon the arrival of Unit #1 and
Engine #3, the activation was confirmed as a false
alarm. Rescue #4 stood down and all incoming
Firefighters were notified that the response was
cancelled.
Firefighter health and safety is a priority
th
for us! On Tuesday, October 13 , we had our
ground ladders serviced. Thank you Fire House
Service and Supply for providing this important
service!
The Fire Prevention Week contest winners
were announced at Sacred Heart Academy on
Thursday, October 15th. The following are this
year’s recipients: Eric Smith, Sarah MacKinnon,
Ethan Hiscock, Emma Hanrahan, Ben Nickerson,
Lauryn Stacey and Christopher Smith. All students
listed received fire safety related prizes.

Page 1 of 4

Christopher Smith has also been named "Fire Chief
for a Day" with a date to be announced Congratulations to all contest winners and thank
you to everyone who participated! Staff and
Students of Sacred Heart Academy, your efforts
during Fire Prevention Week were sincerely
appreciated!
Fire Chief Coady officially retired on
th
October 16 after over 35 years of service to our
Department and the Town of Marystown. Mr.
Coady began serving with the Department in 1985,
became volunteer Fire Chief in 2001, and later
became full-time with the Town of Marystown in
2009 as the Manager of Emergency Operations,
Health and Safety (Fire Chief). Chief Coady gave his
all to our Department, the Fire Service in our region
and provincially. In addition to the many
emergency calls, training drills, meetings and
events with our Department, he also dedicated his
time to growth, education and leadership within
the provincial fire service. We have been mentored
by one of the best, and we will continue to make
you proud! His family has been the strength behind
his efforts, and for that we must also extend a
heartfelt thank you! Thank you Chief Coady for your
dedication and commitment to our Department
and the community, be proud sir and enjoy your
retirement to the fullest!
We hosted a Firefighter Awards Night on
th
Sarturday, October 17 , a small and different
version of our Annual Firefighters' Banquet(due to
COVID restrictions and in compliance with public
health regulations). The evening began with Dinner,
followed by greetings from Mayor Synard, MHA
Dwyer, the Fire Chief’s Annual Report, then
concluded with the presentation of service awards,
donations, certificates and tokens of appreciation.
During the Fire Chief's Report, Fire Chief Alex Coady
acknowledged that the Department had been busy
again over the past year. The Department
responded to 56 emergency calls since the last
banquet. Firefighters completed training courses
and drills, engaged in Department activities and
events such as fire prevention and the Junior
Firefighter Program, and muscular dystrophy
fundraising efforts also took place. With the onset
of COVID-19 all non-emergency activities of our
Department slowed down over the year and
adherence to regulations for the pandemic were
followed. The following Firefighters received
recognition for their years of service: Fire Chief Alex
Coady with thirty-five(35) years of service,
Lieutenant Arthur Allen with twenty-five(25) years
of service, Assistant Fire Chief Justin Nolan and
Firefighter Paul Snook with fifteen(15) years, and
Firefighter Terry Mallay with ten(10) years -

Congratulations and thank you all for your
commitment and dedication to the Department and
our town! Adrian Murphy, Kenneth Rideout,
Michael Power and Michael Nordby were all
recognized for their past service to the Department
and Town of Marystown, as they departed since the
last banquet. Derrick Hodder, who recently joined,
was also acknowledged. The Muscular Dystrophy
Committee, led by Chairperson Walter Vallis,
presented a brief report and announced that the
Boot Drive, which was postponed due to weather,
will hopefully be scheduled in the coming weeks Thank you everyone for continuing to support the
fundraising efforts for an important cause! Fire
Wrens President Victoria Bolt presented $7,000 on
behalf of the Fire Wrens. Thank you to our ladies
auxiliary, we truly appreciate all the support you
provide us! Donations such as their annual
donation assists our Department to upgrade and
purchase new equipment. Fire Wrens VicePresident Makaila Farrell was recognized for
fifteen(15) years of service with the group congratulations Makaila and thank you! The Wrens
also received tokens of appreciation for their
efforts. Tokens of appreciation were also presented
to the Fire Department Officers, Executive and
Committee Chairpersons in recognition of their
work over the past year. To conclude the evening,
Assistant Fire Chief Justin Nolan presented outgoing
Fire Chief Coady with a gift and plaque for his
leadership and work with the Department, along
with recognition of his retirement. Messages of
best wishes to Chief Coady followed the
presentations - thank you for everything and we
wish you all the best! Appreciation was extended to
our families and partners, the Town of Marystown,
affiliated community organizations, sponsors, all
businesses and residents in the Town of Marystown
and surrounding area for their continued support.
Thank you to all past and present Firefighters of the
Marystown Fire Department for your contributions
and making our Department what it is today!
The Marystown Volunteer Fire Department
is pleased to announce our new incoming Fire
Chief, Justin Bolt. Justin is a current member of the
Department and has served in the Fire Service since
2007, both as a volunteer and a career Firefighter.
During this time he has served in various roles
including Firefighter, Secretary, Public Relations,
Instructor, Lieutenant and Captain. Justin also has
an extensive background in health and safety, from
instructing courses to working as an Environment,
Health and Safety Lead, which will compliment his
official role as Manager of Emergency Operations,
Health and Safety (Fire Chief) for our town. Good
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luck Chief Bolt in your new position, we look
forward to working with you!
th
On Thursday, October 29 at 5:33AM, we
received a call from an alarm monitoring company
notifying us of a residential Fire Alarm activation at
415 Cashel’s Cove Road, Spanish Room. As Engine
#2 was dispatched, notification that the activation
was a false alarm was received, then all Firefighters
were advised. Engine #2 returned to the Fire Hall,
and Unit #1 and Rescue #4 stood down.
st
On Saturday, October 31 at 3:13AM, the
Fire Department received notification of a Structure
Fire at 1 Harris Drive. 5 Officers and 19 Firefighters
responded to the scene with Unit #1, Ladder #1,
Engine #3 and Rescue #4. Upon arrival, the top floor
was fully engulfed and Firefighters commenced fire
attack immediately. All occupants were confirmed
clear of the structure on arrival. The Royal Canadian
Mounted Police(RCMP) was on scene to secure the
area, Newfoundland Power attended to cut power
from the rental property, and Marystown
Ambulance attended the scene too. Following the
extinguishment of the fire, the structure was
overhauled and passed over to the RCMP. The Fire
Department cleared the scene around 6:15AM.
Thank you to Walmart, local food establishments
and the general public for their generosity and
support of our Firefighters while on scene, it was
greatly appreciated!

Picture 2. Students and teachers of Sacred Heart
Academy assisted us with promoting fire safety!

Picture 3. Signing of the Fire Prevention Week
proclamation

Picture 4. Thank you Fire Chief Coady!
Picture 1. “Serve Up Fire Safety in the Kitchen” with
the Marystown Volunteer Fire Department!

Picture 5. Membership Photo 2020
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Picture 6. Fire Wrens 2020
Picture 10. School Bus Extrication

Picture 7. Service Awards 2020
Picture 11. Rope Rescue Training

Picture 8. Vehicle Fire Attack Training
Picture 12. Structure Fire on Harris Drive

Upcoming Events:
* Saturday, November 7th, 2020 – Annual Boot Drive for
Muscular Dystrophy at the Columbia Drive Shopping Plaza
parking lot from 11AM-3PM following public health guidelines.
Alternate date: Sunday, November 8th.

Picture 9. Air Bag Operations Training

*The Marystown Volunteer Fire Department serves
approximately 5400 residents from the centrally located Fire Hall
at 97-105 McGettigan Boulevard. The Fire Department has 30
very dedicated firefighters and a fleet of a Fire Chief's
Vehicle(Unit #1), 1 Ladder Truck(Ladder #1), 2 Pumpers(Engine's
#2 & #3), 2 Rescue Vehicles(Rescue's #4 & #6), 1 Pick-up
Truck(Mobile #5), a Hovercraft(Rescue #1) and an Antique
Pumper(Engine#1). Visit our website at
www.marystownvolunteerfiredept.com, or you can also visit us
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/MystVolFireDept and
Twitter @MYSTVolFireDept.*
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